
The Power of Words: Proclaiming God’s 
Promises, pt.3, 3.20.16 

Intro 
1. Precious Bible Promise Book 
2. Big Idea: By proclaiming the Word of God through prayer we are releasing the will of God in our 

lives. 

Be fully convinced in the power of His Word 
 “Isa.55.10-11” 

 “Hebrews 4.12” 

 Matthew 4 – Jesus uses the Word to thwart the temptation of the devil. The Word has ultimate 
authority. He wasn’t reminding the devil of a rule he broke b/c the devil knows God’s word. 
Jesus was using the Word as a weapon.  

 Eph.6.17f – the Word of God is an offensive weapon the believer uses to wage warfare. I believe 
there is a direct connection between using the Word as a weapon and the injunction in v.18 to 
“pray in the Spirit.” 

o My experience of using prayer as a gripe session or repetitious whining hour before the 
Lord. I feel like I’m futilely trying to win God over to my side.  There is no faith in those 
prayers and I usually feel like I either didn’t accomplish anything or worse when I’m 
finished. When I find myself there, I quickly turn on the offense with God’s Word and 
shut down the complaint desk. I proclaim the promises of God, release and receive 
peace! 

o For me, if I find myself hovering over the same prayer issue, then I know I’m not fully 
convinced in the power of God’s Word. I’m not referring to a prayer routine but rather 
an issue that I can’t release in peace. I know I am praying in the wrong spirit – anxiety or 
fear – and I repent and go on the offensive. Prayer can’t be a pity party for us or 
someone we love. I know I am convinced in the power of God’s Word, which I can 
release and receive peace.  

 1 Peter 1.23ff – it’s funny to me that mighty dictators, educators and pontificators have said for 
centuries that the end of Christianity and Bible was at hand…and they’re the ones who are dead. 

 Mk.1.15 – Those words denoted a seismic shift in the earth realm like the shockwave of a great 
atomic blast. 

 John 6 – His words are “Spirit and life.” 

 “Ps.103.20” – The angels respond to the Word of God. I believe we activate angels to work on 
our behalf as we release God’s Word through our proclamations. 

 The Bible is not an inspirational “Guidepost” magazine article meant to warm your heart and 
cheer your spirit. It is a weapon of warfare that defeats the enemy, establishes God Kingdom 
and gives hope to all.  



Be fully aware of obstacles in believing His Word 
 Mark 4.13-20. Why can’t it be 100 fold every time? In each of us there obstacles that inhibit the 

full development of the Word of God which impacts how effective our prayers and 
proclamations are. 

o John 15.7 – If you remain in me and my words remain in you then you may ask whatever 
you want and I will give it to you. If the “formula” is true, then why aren’t we seeing 
more radical and frequent answers to prayer? What part of the formula needs to be 
addressed? 

 Mk.4.16f – internal issues that need to be addressed. Whenever 
hardship/stress/relationship problems/ What root issues conspire against the 
Word being fully birthed in my heart so that it’s a 100 fold return and my prayer 
life is vibrant. You jump on the newest bandwagon, but return to the same old 
places. 

 Mk.4.18f – external issues that crowd out God’s activity. What external issues 
are tethering me from launching into the fullness of life that God’s promises. 

o We need to ask ourselves “why do I keep ending up in this place in my mind, finances, 
relationships, faith journey that is far less than God’s best?” 

 Stephanie’s journey of faith and how it has increased and she is catching herself 
from going to those old places in prayer. She’s aware of the obstacles. 

 These old places are like caves that we climb up to and though we desire to go 
further we find ourselves hunkered down. Then, when the urgency leaves we 
clamber down to the bottom.  

o If I want to proclaim the promises of God with great power then I must deal with the 
external and internal obstacles that are keeping my prayers from being effective. 

 But, you don’t have to wait to get everything in order to proclaim them 

Be fully persuaded in proclaiming His Word 
 The Word of God is the will of God and when you proclaim it in prayer you must be fully 

persuaded that it is God’s will and that He will respond to it. His Word is not an incantation that 
suddenly does something just because you say it. There must be faith behind it. 

 Mk.11.22ff 

 How do I know I’m fully persuaded that God will answer my prayer? When things get worse and 
I don’t flail in discouragement or get paralyzed in fear. I have confidence that God has said, 
“Yes” eventhough the circumstance is otherwise.  

 “John 16.23f.” 

 What is Faith? Doc from Jim Mahon from 12/2015 – see below 

 Willow Declaration: Willow is a growing congregation overflowing with people who are seeking 
and experiencing the Kingdom of God and all its fullness.   

Examples of Proclaiming God’s Promises 
 1st Service: Susan Moore & Peggy Morrison 

 2nd Service: Kristi Dupont & Landra Olson 



Promises to Proclaim 
 Psalm 1 

 Psalm 91 
o Kris’  Ps.91 testimony – see below 

 

Resources 
 Bible Promise booklets or websites 

 Prayers & Proclamations, by Derek Prince 

 Apostolic Prayers: http://www.roihop.org/resources/apostolic-prayers 

 Praying God’s Word, by Beth Moore 

 God’s Creative Power for Healing, by Charles Capps 

 Releasing the Ability of God through Prayer, Charles Capps 

 Prayers That Avail Much, Germaine Copeland 
 
Big Idea: By proclaiming the Word of God through prayer we are releasing the will of God in our lives. 
 
From Jim Mahon’s friend: 
 

What Is Faith? 
Hebrews 11:1 – Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen. 

Comments –  

 Hope – the confident expectancy that something good is going to happen. 

 We start off with Hope ( the thing you are hoping for). 

 What is substance? – that which is not subject to decay or that which will 

not perish. 

 The substance is the word of God. 

 You find where God’s word applies to your hope and that becomes the 

substance. 

 Evidence of things not seen – The assurance or conviction that I know that I 

possess it now. 

 

Examples  

 

Hope – I hope to be free from fear and crazy thoughts. 
Substance – II Timothy 1:7  For God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

http://www.roihop.org/resources/apostolic-prayers


Evidence – I am free from fear and crazy thoughts right now. 
Hope – I hope to perform well at my new job. 
Substance – Romans 12:11  I work hard and am not lazy and serve the Lord with a 
heart full of devotion. 
Evidence – I am confident that I will perform well at my new job right now! 
 
 
Kris & Sarah Calvert’s Testimony 
 
On September 8 of last year Sara was told “there’s a problem”.  The day before she found a large lump 
in her upper chest and now the preliminary tests indicated the lump was cancerous.  Psalm 91 became 
the chapter in which I dwelled night and day.  I knew in my heart & spirit that God would do a 
miraculous healing in her body.  After all, verse 3 states in part, “…. (He will) protect you from deadly 
disease”.  But I was humbled to once again recognize that God’s ways aren’t always what we hope & 
pray for when it was confirmed that Sara was afflicted by Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.  Going back to Psalm 91 
– how did this Psalm show God’s faithfulness over the past 6 months?  
 
1. Vs. 2 – He alone is my refuge, my place of safety:  Within 2 weeks of the preliminary diagnosis, Sara 

was accepted into MD Anderson and her insurance covered  everything. 
2. Vs. 3 – protect from deadly disease:  Sara was originally diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma a 

more difficult cancer to cure 
3. Vs. 5 – do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness:  although there were moments of 

uncertainty and nervousness – I can honestly say that fear never entered the picture for either of us. 
4. Vs. 11 – he will order his angels to protect you:  I praise God that Sara did not experience the side 

effects associated with chemo:  although there was great discomfort, nausea and fatigue – there 
was no sickness, no mouth sores, no loss of appetite and only partial hair loss. 

5. Vs. 13 – you will trample upon lions and cobras…..:  Sara did not miss one Sunday while she was 
here; she was able to take weekend trips to Austin, Dallas & College Station; and she was able to 
participate in Wednesday night bible studies. 

6. Vs. 15 – I will rescue and honor them:  Sara was blessed with family who took care of her home in 
Arizona; with friends & co-workers who were faithful in calling, writing, and visiting; with her church 
family here at Willow who faithfully prayed for her. 

7. Vs. 16 – I will reward [her] with a long life…:  Sara is now cancer free.  She has returned home to 
her friends & family; to her church; to her work as a registered nurse.  Only God knows how he will 
use these last few months to minister to patients who will be under Sara’s care. 

 
   


