
Hearing God’s Voice In The 
Circumstances of Life, Mark 6, pt.1 

Introduction: 
1. 2020 Vision, Vision Goals & Ministry Priorities - insert 
2. Values of our Church 

a. List of the Values located in the “About Us” section of the website 
3. “Hearing From and Following God” Value 

a. Focus on “circumstances.” 
4. The question is not, “Is God speaking to me?”, but rather, “Do I have ears to hear what He is 

saying to me through the circumstances of life?” 
a. God speaking to me through the circumstances of many funerals in a short period of 

time. It threw me back to a very difficult and challenging place. Reading EHS, p.147-149 
about embracing limits. You get into all kinds of trouble when you push past those 
limits. An application was not to go run in a triathlon in San Marcos though I wanted to 
swim in that river and ride that bike and see my son. I left $90 on the table and a lot of 
preparation, but I did not push past my limit. 

5. Mark 6 
a. V.47-52: Retell the story with emphasis on vs 51-52. (Parallel in Mt.14 of Peter walking 

on the water) 
i. “6.52”in NLT 

1. I don’t think it’s belligerence but lack of perception. 
b. Background 

i. 6.7-13, 30: Jesus gave them authority to preach, heal and cast out demons. 
Jesus gives these specific direction. They experienced His authority and saw 
amazing miracles. They returned and excitedly told him about their ministry. 

1. Matt.10.5-42 
ii. 6.31 – He wanted to reconnect with them on a deeper level and have a time of 

renewal. This was their first missionary experience and they had stories to tell 
and He probably had insights to give.  

iii. 6.32-44: A crowd intrudes upon their retreat and they are thrown straight into 
intense ministry. Jesus implies this is a miracle they could do, but they did not 
connect it back to the authority he had given them earlier. They just assumed it 
was impossible to feed all these people. In other words, they returned to their 
earth cursed system way of doing things – we have to sweat, work and save 
money to feed all these people.  

1. In 6.8 – Jesus told them not to worry about their food, clothing or 
money, b/c their needs would be met. They learned during that first 
missionary trip that their Father would supply all their needs according 
to the riches of Jesus. 

2. Now, they are faced with a dilemma. They believed God would supply 
all their personal needs in 6.8, but what about everybody else’s needs? 
Based on their previous ministry experience, they could have said to 



Jesus, “you met our needs during the missionary trip and you can do it 
this time, just tell us what to do.” 

3. In a crisis, they returned to their default thinking. They had been doing 
the impossible earlier and now when an impossible opportunity 
surfaces they go back to their old way of thinking, i.e., we can’t do 
this…the need is too great…we don’t have enough…etc. Yet, earlier 
Jesus said, “You don’t have to take anything b/c you’ll always have 
enough.” 

4. They were not connecting that He had given them authority earlier and 
that they could have authority in this situation. He has authority and He 
delegated it to them. 

5. Jesus responds to this need and takes care of it but they have not 
connected with His authority over all creation. He is the King and the 
earth is His domain. 

iv. 6:45-50a: The disciples come out of this intense personal ministry season and 
find themselves in another extreme ministry experience (feeding 5000) and 
then they have to load up and row across the lake when they are caught in a 
violent windstorm. They are exhausted and drained and probably wondering 
when this day would ever end. Their nerves are on edge and then Jesus scares 
them senseless. It is overwhelming to them. 

1. V.51 – Amazed – is the word for out of their minds. They could not 
believe it. It was so overwhelming that they could not connect Jesus 
with His authority over everything. They didn’t go back to earlier when 
Jesus stilled a storm on the same lake or the authority he gave them in 
6.7 to heal, cast out demons and have their needs met or 6.37, 41 when 
he gave them an opportunity to use the authority he gave to even 
multiply the food. 

2. So, v.52 says, “they still didn’t understand the miracle of the bread. 
Their hearts were too hard to take it in.” They did not connect Him with 
His authority over the earth and that they had that authority too.” 

a. The appropriate response would have been for them to rebuke 
the wind and the waves b/c they had authority; The appropriate 
response would have been for Peter – though not recorded 
here – to have walked to Jesus on the water b/c Jesus of ; the 
appropriate response would have been for them to be a bit 
terrified about Jesus walking towards but then followed by a 
sense of relief and understanding…like, “Oh yeah, he has 
authority over the winds and waves, demons and sickness, 
bread and fish, so sure he has authority over the water too.  

c. How does this tie back to “Hearing God’s Voice in the Circumstances of Life?” 
i. They are in an extreme situation and Jesus is speaking something powerful to 

them about Himself but as important about their faith and they absolutely don’t 
hear it.  

1. Jesus is saying, “You don’t have anything to fear in this life b/c I have all 
authority and I have given that authority to you. You can multiply the 
bread; you can walk on the water; you can rebuke the windstorm.” 

a. Remember 6.7f. He had trained them and now he is authorizing 
them to do the same things he did. By sending them on this 



missionary tour, he is showing them that they can do the same 
things he did. They were not limited to his physical presence 
with them. 

b. He told them in the parallel account in Mt.10 that the Father 
knows their needs and He will take care of them; that the HS 
will provide the words and insights; that persecution is a reality, 
but they don’t need to worry about it.  

c.  He is weaning them in a healthy way from the belief that these 
activities are limited to Him. In Matt 14, after Peter’s failed 
water walking attempt and Jesus’ gets in the boat, it says that 
the disciples proclaimed, “You truly are the Son of God.” They 
are out of their minds about who Jesus is.  

i. Their focus was completely on Jesus and His power, but 
there was something greater that Jesus was trying to 
communicate that they missed entirely. 

ii. Jesus was speaking through the circumstances and they 
completely missed it. It was something so personal and 
profound that it would change them forever. 

iii. We can all miss God’s voice when our minds are fixed 
on the wind and waves or enormity of the issues or 
need or our limitations; we can miss the deeper things 
that God is trying to communicate. We see the part and 
not the whole. 

 
2. The video of the moon walking bear - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ahg6qcgoay4 
i.  

3. 6.52 – They still didn’t understand the miracle of the loaves. Their 
hearts were too hard to take it in. What did they miss? What is Jesus 
trying to communicate that we are missing? What is the truth dancing 
through this story that we completely  

a. Let’s retell the story according to how it was supposed to based 
on two scenarios.  

i. First, they get in the boat and are met by the 
windstorm. They take authority over the windstorm and 
meet Jesus the next morning well rested at Gennesaret. 
They tell Jesus, “You have given us power and authority 
and not only do the demons obey our commands, and 
we can multiply food but even the wind and waves 
submit. It didn’t go there b/c of their old way of 
thinking.  

ii. If you can’t go there, then you have to go here. The 
disciples take the boat across the lake and are caught in 
a terrible windstorm. Jesus approaches walking on 
water.; They are terrified, but Peter ask for a 
verification of Jesus by granting him permission to come 
meet him on the water. Jesus gives him permission and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ahg6qcgoay4


Peter walks out to Jesus and then returns with him to 
the boat.  

iii. What would their response have been and our response 
be if Peter’s faith had not given way and he would have 
walked with Jesus back to the boat? This is what Jesus 
wanted to happen. They not only would have been 
amazed at Jesus, but they and we would have an 
example of what happens when an ordinary faith filled 
believer can do when they are following the will of God.  

b. Personally, I don’t think Jesus wanted to pat on the back and 
the exclamation, “You really are the son of God”, but he had 
rather heard, “Wow, why didn’t I have faith like Peter and do 
the same thing.” I think he would rather they and we be struck 
and challenged by Peter’s faith rather than His faith and ability. 

ii. Jesus was trying to speak to them at a much deeper level through these 
circumstances than what they received. He wanted them to see the faith that go 
Peter to walk on the water was the same faith that would have provided enough 
for to feed the 500. 

1. He gave them the power to heal, etc; he assured them of the Father’s 
protection and the HS guidance; he told them that their financial, 
nutritional & shelter needs would be taken care of; they go out and do 
the work and see how Jesus words were absolutely true; they return to 
an extreme ministry situation with hungry people and they return to 
their earthbound way of doing life; they get into a windstorm on the 
lake and get into their earthbound way of life – struggle, push, fear and 
then Jesus appears and Peter leaves the earthbound mindset and for a 
moment steps into a Kingdom reality and then crashes into the water 
b/c of fear. The think they didn’t understand with the miracle of the 
bread which was momentarily lived out by Peter is that they could have 
done it.  

2. Jesus’ words to Peter in Matt 14 are twofold:  
a. First, your confidence in my will cannot waiver. It was His will 

for Peter to walk on water. Jesus gave him permission and 
Peter’s faith gave way fear. 

b. Second, if I have given you the authority to do something don’t 
back away from it. Don’t doubt; do it. You don’t need me to be 
next to you holding your hand b/c you can do this thing. 

3. Jesus wanted Peter and wants us to know that nothing is impossible for 
the person who believes God’s will. That what He did, we can do. If God 
has called you to do something, then he has empowered you to do it. 
Sure, there will be fearsome wind and waves, and there will be 
enormous need and improbable odds (5 Loaves & 2 fish to feed 5000), 
but nothing is impossible for the one who believes. Since you have seen 
God work in other areas in your life (healing, exorcism, provision, 
protection) then He will do the same now. Don’t let the size of 
something on earth cause you to limit the limitless power of God. 



Conclusion: 
1. What is God trying to say to you in your current circumstances? 
2. What is the deeper and more fundamental thing that he’s after? If that word is heard, then it 

will trigger changes in other areas of your life? 
a. My opening illustration. I could have just said I need to work out the stress the exercise 

and rejuvenating activities which is what I did previous. In so doing, I would have missed 
the deeper word from God was that I needed to embrace my God given limits as means 
of receiving His grace and strength to live a more enjoyable and fruitful life. 

3. I am not suggesting that every circumstance has something huge behind it, but I am suggesting 
that you will never know until you begin reflecting deeper than what you are doing now. 

4. Next week we’ll look at how to discern God’s voice in those circumstances of life. 
 


