
Anything? pt.2, 4.30.17 

Big Idea: The people who see the most consistent answers to prayer are 
congruent believers, who think like Jesus, pray like Jesus and believe all 
things are possible like Jesus. 
 
“John 15.7-8”  
 
Example of this statement being fulfilled through the consistent witness of believers. 
 
1 Ch 1 Day – Astonishing # of drug bust of growers and dealers; sexual abuse cases; BISD hiring a TTLM 
staffer to run the Ballay at both high school campuses, teach leadership to 9th graders, and be a mentor; 
CPS approaching the churches to look at partnership opportunities with children in need; CEF has been 
approached by four local daycares to bring their Good News club into their daycare; Hope Fellowship is 
launching a Good News Club at Ogg next school year. BISD, CPS & local daycares all asking the churches 
for assistance!!!  
 
Willow: 20-30 people come to faith in Jesus in the last 6 weeks; sowing and God opening doors, giving 
insights, favor, etc.;  
 
What’s going on? Have group stand and hold hands or repeat  We are praying in unity, in congruence, 
and the Lord is saying “Yes.” SMET – Over 400+; From Friendly to Family; I want every Willow attendee 
praying  

Keys to “Anything?” 
1. Praying in the name of Jesus 
2. Remaining in Him and He remaining in you 
3. Confident Faith 

 

Remaining In Him and His Words Remaining In Us – John 15.7-8 
1. United with Jesus (J.6.54-56). I have a life giving connection with him like a branch to a vine 

(show pic of grapevine and branch extending from it) 
2. Continuance (J.8.31, 1 John 2.19, 24) – I stay put, abide, I go on trusting, and believing. 

Persevere and hold onto Him and His teaching. 
a. Even when it’s messy and ugly; I get out of the mud and keep plodding ahead. 
b. Quit beating yourself up. Acknowledge what you’ve done, put it behind and move fwd. 

3. Dependence (John 15.4) – the branch is dependent on the vine; not vice versa. I understand that 
I am useless without the vine. Everything flows through the vine to me 

4. Obedience (John 15.9-10) – His words remain in us; I see things from His perspective.  
5. Summary: I am congruent. 



Congruency 
1. Image of congruent triangles. 
2. Congruency: my life is congruent with His life – think like Jesus, prayer life sounds like Jesus, love 

like Jesus, etc. In my prayers, the way I think about God, myself, others, life situations and the 
world sounds like Jesus. 

a. I am in sync with Jesus. I am not touting perfection or superior Christian experience or 
some mystical union, but I am more self-aware of my thoughts, actions, experiences, 
culture and values and how they line up with His thoughts, values and actions.  

b. This is especially true with prayer. When I pray, am I congruent with His perspective on a 
matter. Am I praying in accordance with His stated will and/or revealed Heart. 

i. Example of praying for a math project or family dysfunction. Find others to be in 
agreement with you. 

ii. We almost need someone evaluating our prayers…write them out and test them 
according to the words of Jesus and Paul. 

iii. For your discernment: We don’t need an OT Law slant to our prayers. They 
prayed without the revelation of Jesus as we know Him and the fullness of the 
HS as we have today. The model for praying is Jesus and Paul, not Job & 
Jeremiah. We should release our burdens and anxieties to the Lord, but within 
a Jesus-centered prayer-adigm. We have to pray “in sync” with the Spirit. This 
doesn’t mean I pretend everything is okay, when it isn’t.  

1. Example of praying when you are confused or uncertain.  
2. Realize the role of Satan – 17.11, 15 and Lord’s Prayer. Jesus was 

completely aware of the harm Satan would bring to us and how he 
would hinder God’s activity and His answers. Peter, Paul & John warned 
of the same. He is resisting God’s answer.   

c. Logic: If no -  one was ever healed through prayer, relationship was ever restored with 
prayer, answers to life situations ever came through prayer – then praying would not 
matter. But since, prayers are answered, we need to discern why they get answered. Is 
it just circumstantial, God’s sovereignty, just about timing or is there something else. I 
think congruency is the key to “anything.”  

i. We need to filter our prayers through the words of Jesus and the Spirit of God. 1 
Cor.2.10-16. 

ii. We need to be Word radicalized people. It is not enough to know the Word or 
even apply the Word, but you have to discern where you are limiting the Word 
from your experience, family culture, religious background, generational 
patterns, mindsets, unforgiveness or  strongholds. We need to discern the way 
we are praying and ask ourselves does this sound like the words of Jesus or the 
words of the world? Does this sound like someone who has been radicalized? 

iii. It is not ignorance of the Word that is the primary culprit to unanswered 
prayers, but how am I limiting the Word and thus locking my prayers down with 
all my baggage. The stuff I don’t even know exists; it is just so much a part of me 
that I think that’s just how life is supposed to be. 

1. You can pray the Word, but if you don’t recognize the filters you have 
then your perspective is limited.  

2. Example of carrying hymnals in backpack and hands and then running; 
How free am I; I am not free…I am limited and even dangerous 

a. Praying for a situation and really not believing for change, b/c 
nothing has happened in the past…that’s just the way it’s 



supposed to be…rather than believing for Stephanie’s healing 
then just praying for grace and perseverance to endure.  

3. Review my prayer experience When the HS asked me: Why don’t you 
just believe the whole thing? The thought ran across my mind, “Life 
would be a lot simpler if you did.” 

iv. We need  to be sanctified by His Word – John 17.17; 15.3; Eph.5.26 
1. When I came to faith in Jesus, my spirit got cleaned up, but my soul did 

not – mind, will emotions are still unrenewed and most of the time I am 
completely unaware of it. I am more in agreement with a political party 
or man inspired economic system or family of origin value system than 
with the Spirit of Jesus. 

a. James 4 – They were completely oblivious to the world’s 
influence on their thinking and living. We wonder why God 
doesn’t answer our prayers and it’s b/c with a more congruent 
with the world than Jesus.   

b. Gal.3 – You foolish Galatians! These are first and second 
generation Christians who were living in deception, but they 
thought “we’re good!” Even Peter got caught up into this. 

c. 1 Cor.1 & 3 – Paul could not talk to them as mature believers, 
but as infants b/c there were so much jealousy and divisions 
among them. Again, they were not aware of how big a problem 
this was and they thought they were really mature in the Lord. 

d. “1 Peter 3.7” – How I treat my wife has a direct impact on my 
prayers being answered. I get out of sync with the spirit of Jesus 
and completely miss what God wants and all the while I think 
“it’s all good.” 

e. Appl – what is true of them is true of me. I can be walking 
around with a bag on my back and completely oblivious and it 
be a major hindrance to faithfilled prayer. 

i. Mark 11 caveat – you can have anything, but if you have 
unforgiveness it ain’t gonna happen! You aren’t 
congruent or in sync with the Spirit of Jesus. 

2. He uses others –  
a. Resources  
b. someone come point at my backpack. We need to be 

encouraged, esp in our faith development.  
3. He uses life circumstances 

a. The unfolding of truth to the main character in The Shack as he 
talked with Wisdom.  He begins to see things with fresh eyes 
and his perspective on God and life begin to change. For so long 
he had been in a place of deep sadness and now new revelation. 

Conclusion 
1. I am not saying you cannot pray until you are synced up, but I am saying when you pray you 

need to evaluate what you are praying and the spirit behind it with how Jesus would pray and 
the Spirit behind it. Is it coming from a place of you remaining in Him and His Word is remaining 
in you, that is, being rightly connected to Him and His Word? 



a. If you are praying for provision, but you are uncertain of God’s goodness or ability or 
even closed to how he might provide then there may be no answering coming, b/c you 
aren’t praying in faith, but doubt.  

b. If you’re saying about prayer, “Well, praying won’t hurt anything” then I am not sure 
how responsive God will be.” 

2. I am not trying to make you paranoid when you pray! I am flatly stating: The people who see the 
most consistent answers to prayer are the most congruent believers, who think like Jesus, pray 
like Jesus and believe all things are possible like Jesus. This is true individually and 
congregationally! Let’s begin praying like children again!   

 


