
Battlefield Earth, pt.2, 6.19.16 

Big Idea: Every trial that is not self-inflicted comes from Satan.  

Gen.3.15 is the key to understand where we are today. 

Introduction: 
 I am not suggesting you go on a demon hunt, but understand the origin of evil and break off any 

misguided frustration at God and be equipped to know how to face the trials that come your 

way. 

 We can’t have this “boys will be boys” mentality towards trails. In other words, “that’s just how 

life is…no big deal…just learn to cope…it will eventually get better…and if it doesn’t then we are 

going to heaven one day.” It’s a passive, defeatist, fatalistic approach to the Christian life.  

The Ways of Satan – Job 1 & 2 
 Calamity 

 Natural Disasters 

 Financial Loss 

 Family destruction and death 

 Sickness – this is similar to Luke 13.10-16 & Acts 10.38 

 Marauders/Terroristic Activity 

 John 10.10a – steal, kill, destroy 

The Ways of God – Gen.1-2, the life of Jesus and the future 
 John 10.10b – life and life more abundant. 

 “James 1.17” – every good & perfect gift comes from above. 

 Rev.20-22 

Humanity’s Role 
 Don’t blame God for our – individual & collective - poor choices or faulty understanding – James 

1.13-15 

o Drinking & driving; inattentiveness to directions, lack of Biblical worldview or godly 

lifestyle (ignorance is no excuse when you could have received answers but you did not 

diligently seek them). This is why the Bible says to go after wisdom – Prov.4 

o There are consequences to actions or inaction.  



o “Acts of God” are “acts of the Devil” or “unwise decisions.” When there is a major 

earthquake in a region that is heavily populated we shouldn’t say, “Why would God 

either do this or allow that?” People made decisions to live in harm’s way. 

 My model for understanding how the Kingdom of God operates is from OT Examples of 

Moses/Joshua entering the PL and David building the Kingdom. We have an active part in what 

happens on the earth that cannot be laid at the feet of God. 

o In both cases, it was warfare. The PL was theirs but they had to fight for it. God 

essentially told Israel: “It belongs to you, but you have to fight for it and you have to 

follow my ways.” They missed it with Moses and they had to wait 40 years. It was God’s 

will they enter the PL with Moses and then following his leadership another 40 with 

Joshua. Think about the strategic disadvantage they put themselves in w/o having 

Moses lead them 40 years in the PL followed by another 40 years of effective leadership 

under Joshua.  

o David had to war for building His Kingdom. He was faithful, but some of his decisions 

compromised the effectiveness of his reign (Absalom & counting the troops) and the 

transition to Solomon (not clarifying with his children who would lead).  

 The same is true with us. Our decisions effect outcomes…what God wants to 

happen is determined in some great measure by me.  

o The advancement of God’s agenda means there is direct conflict with Satan and my 

decisions for good or bad directly effects outcomes. God’s will is either advanced or 

stymied by my obedience or disobedience.  

 We can either cooperate with God’s activity as he gives supernatural revelation, wisdom or 

warnings or ignore it and suffer the consequences of the Devil’s attacks. 

o The shipwreck of Acts 27.27-28.10. Was this God’s will? People would say: Well, I guess 

it was God’s will that the ship be destroyed? No, He clearly spoke through Paul earlier in 

Acts 29.9-12 that they needed to harbor in a particular spot, but God pulled a Rom.8.28. 

 My point is that humanity had direct role in the outcome of that decision. They 

wouldn’t have lost a ship and cargo & Acts 27.12-28.10 would not even be in the 

Bible had they listened to God speaking through Paul. 

 



The Early Church Father’s Views of Hardships and Catastrophes. 
 

From Greg Boyd’s blog: 

“Natural” evil was consistently explained in the early church as resulting from these spirits rebelling 

against God and thus abusing their authority over creation. Hence, for example, Origen argued that 

famines, scorching winds and pestilence were not “natural” in God’s creation; they were rather the 

result of fallen angels bringing misery whenever and however they were able (Against Celsus, 8.31). 

These rebel guardians were also “the cause of plagues…barrenness…tempests… [and] similar calamities” 

(Against Celsus,1.31). 

 

So too, Tertullian argued that “[d]iseases and other grievous calamities” were the result of demons 

whose “great business is the ruin of mankind.” When “poison in the breeze blights the apples and the 

grain while in the flower, or kills them in the bud, or destroys them when they have reached 

maturity…” one can discern the work of these rebellious guardian spirits (Apology 22). For Tertullian, as 

for Origen and Athenagorus (and we could add Tatian, Justin Martyr, Clement of Alexandria and others), 

creation doesn’t consistently reflect the beauty of its Creator because it has been, and is being, 

corrupted by demonic forces. 

 

In the words of Athenagorus, Satan was “the spirit” originally entrusted with “the control of matter and 

the forms of matter” (A Plea, 24). The entire material creation was to be administrated by this highest 

ranking angel, according to this theologian! Unfortunately, this “spirit” used its free will to rebel against 

God. He now exercises his tremendous authority over material creation against God. He abuses “the 

government entrusted to [him].” Given the nature of moral responsibility, God could not simply revoke 

Satan’s sphere of influence. Hence, Athenagorus argued, “the prince of matter exercises a control and 

management contrary to the good that is in God”(A Plea, 25). 

 

Reflecting the basic vision of the early Church, Athenagorus concluded that everything in nature that 

obviously looks contrary to God’s character appears that way because it is contrary to God. It didn’t 

arise from the omni-benevolent hand of the Creator (as the atheists of his day and ours object) but was 

rather due to the activity of an evil “ruling prince” and “the demons his followers" (A Plea, 25). 

 

The Early church fathers all saw creation as a war torn battle field. It had been corrupted to its very 

core. And this is why nature is violent, both toward animals and people. I don’t believe this view would 

have arisen in the church were the foundation for it not laid in the apostolic tradition. These early 

fathers are simply working out the implications of the biblical view that satan is the “lord of the earth,” 

the “ruler of the air” and the “god of this age” who “controls the entire world.”  

And if you ask me, they were on the right track. 

 

So when a tsumani wipes out an entire village or an earthquake massacres thousands of people; next 

time you consider the millions dying from AIDS or the millions tortured by parasites; next time you hear 

about the millions suffering from drought and famine, or consider the untold pain of millions suffering 

and dying from any number of other diseases, don’t say “This is the work of God.” Say rather, “An 

Enemy has done this” (Mt 13:28).  

Why the flood is more than a natural disaster 



 I am referring to the Brazos River Flood of June 2016 which affected thousands of people in 

Brazoria County. 

 We have to take responsibility for our part. If you build near a river or in a flood plain, there are 

consequences so you have to mitigate those consequences with common sense, insurance, 

structural design, preparedness and mental mindset. 

 How do we know God is not behind the flood? Simple: What are the outcomes of the flood? 

Destruction, chaos, loss, financial hardship, immense strain, death of animals, etc. The Scripture 

says, “Every good and perfect gift comes from above.” The flood is neither good or perfect; it is 

the work of the enemy who “steals, kills and destroys.” 

o I am not suggesting he is stirring the clouds together like a pot of stew, but as the “god 

of this world’ he has orchestrated environmental conditions so that whatever happens 

atmospherically is potentially harmful to humanity just like he affects the genetic code, 

crop blights, persecution, extremism, etc.  

o Illustration - Seeing the clouds part at James Robison crusade when severe weather was 

just a few miles from the stadium; seeing that happen here along the Gulf Coast on a 

number of occasions as people prayed.  

o God can use the flood for good – unity, salvation, hope, direction, etc. – but the flood is 

not good. He used the windstorm for good (Mk.4) the disciples saw the power of Jesus 

and we have too. I was a bad thing that God turned to good. 

o How would Jesus respond to our flood? I do not believe he would assign it to God – 

Mark 4 – 5: Luke 13.1-5 (he neither assigned it to God or the devil). 

Distinguishing Statements: 
 God’s sovereignty and God’s will are not one and the same. God’s sovereignty is His ultimate 

control over everything; God’s general will is defined by His character revealed in Jesus’ words 

and ministry. 

o God is sovereign like a King is sovereign over his country and like that king, he is not in 

control over every decision his subjects and enemies make.  

o Jesus prophesied the destruction of the Jersualem based on their hard 

hearts(sovereignty), but that was not His will (Luke 19.41-44). If you confuse His 

sovereignty with His will then everything that happens He is ultimately responsible for. 

o To have absolute power, does not mean He has absolute control. He has intentionally 

limited His power on the earth. Ever since the Garden, mankind has been colliding with 

evil and causing pain. God was not behind this. He has absolute power, but He does not 

stop every collision. He has given us authority and the physical and intellectual 

capacities to contend against it.  

o It’s like the gifts God gives people – my family is music. They are responsible for 

developing that gift, God is not. If they just pray w/o cultivating the gift through 

practice, lessons, feedback, persistence, etc that gift will languish. My kids cannot point 

to God and blame him for the gift languishing. They pray to God to be wise stewards, 

opportunities, connections and anointing…most things that only God can do. They also 



have to be discerning that the enemy wants to twist or discourage the development and 

use of the gift. They have to resist his assaults. God gives them grace and truth to do so, 

but they have to exercise their will and authority. It’s like God has given them a car with 

a tank of gas and now they have to maintain it. 

o Extrapolate this principle to the earth. God gave the earth to humanity and we are to 

reign over it. God is not responsible for the earth, we are (Ps.115.16). It is our 

responsibility to bring everything under His rule, but there is a mobster on the block 

who is resisting us at every turn. God has given us authority over the mobster through 

the blood of Jesus, our role as humans – humans have authority over angels on earth 

b/c the earth belongs to us and not them – and our physical and intellectual capabilities. 

We are to work at bringing everything under the Kingdom of God and God will intervene 

to that end as we work towards it. 

 God has intentionally limited His power in the earth realm. He has allowed 

mankind to decide to either follow His ways (natural & supernatural law) or 

walk in the devil’s ways. 

 This is why Christians need to be actively engaged in society and not leave it to 

everyone else to attend.  

o There are three “wills” at play – God’s, devil’s and humanity’s. God gave humanity and 

angel’s free will and they are ultimately responsible for what happens on earth. God 

intervenes and responds as believers call out to him in prayer, which again points to the 

reality that we are the ones who initiate the request.  

 Trials are bad, but what trials accomplish can be good. 
o Jesus and Paul prayed to be delivered out of trials (Mt.26 & 2 Cor.12).  
o Trials are not good but what they accomplish in the life of a surrendered believer is 

good – James 1.2-4, 12 = Rom.8.28; 2 Cor.4 . The outcome is good but the process is 
bad. 

 What trials accomplish in the believer who remains immature, ignorant or 
selfish is usually not good – anger, discouragement, brokenness, 
disenchantment, etc. 

 I believe trials are from the enemy. Jesus prayed that we would be protected 
from the evil one (J.17.15) and that we should pray that we be delivered from 
the Evil One (Mt.6.13). 

 

 The Blueprint Worldview  
o Everything that happens whether good or bad is all a part of God’s will (perfect or 

permissive). All suffering is a part of God’s mysterious plan and serves a higher good. 
We should learn to resolve ourselves to God’s plan and trust His sovereignty 

o The Bible teaches that God is the source of everything and sovereign over history. 
Sometimes he exercises control over history by miraculously intervening in history and 
predestining certain events. God’s purpose with mankind is to establish His Kingdom 
among them and they will serve as His Son’s bride in this work. God is the omnipotent 
Creater who is guiding the world to His desired end. 

o Many Christians have concluded that in order for God to accomplish his goal that 
everything that happens is a part of this divine plan. It all fits into the “blueprint.” This 



view takes on many forms but each shares the assumption that whether ordained by 
God or allowed by Him there is a divine reasoning behind it. 

 A person goes on a gay bar in Orlando and kills 49 and wounds 50+ …God has his 
reasons. No, God’s will is that all those people be saved and delivered not killed. 

 This viewpoint creates a major problem with the issue of evil, because it puts 
God squarely in the middle of it. How can a good God either allow or ordain 
such evil events? 

o This view can paralyze Christians. They don’t see that what they do matters one way or 
the other. God will do whatever God wants to do. Since God controls everything, my 
prayers and actions have the appearance of changing events, but they actually don’t.  

 The Warfare Worldview 
o We are at war. Satan opposes God’s will and all evil that happens is not a part of God’s 

plan. God is the ultimate authority over the world but people and demons can resist His 
will and frustrate His purposes. When tragedy happens it should not be assumed there 
is some divine reason behind it. God’s absolute power (sovereignty) does not mean His 
absolute control. 

 Shooting in AL & at the church. Satan was behind it, but God can redeem it. The 
same with a person abusing children. It’s not a part of God’s will, but God can 
redeem it.  

 God can win with a pair of twos. He can take something tragic and turn it into 
good. 

 Ex of The Holocaust. It was never His will that the Jews die, but these atrocities 
eventually led the world to give them back their homeland, which fulfilled Bible 
prophecy. 

o My actions or inaction in prayer and service can change the outcome of the battle (not 
the war).  

 David’s actions changed the course of Israel’s history, just as King Saul’s action 
changed the course of Israel’s history. 

 Your actions or inaction will either advance God’s Kingdom or hinder it. 

Conclusion: 
 

From Greg Boyd: If we accept that God’s goal for humans is centered on love and that this love requires 

a free choice, and if we accept that this free choice is, by definition, irrevocable for a significant length of 

time, then the only “reason” for events that are the result of free decisions is found in the agents 

themselves, not in God. We thus need not speculate about a divine reason for the Holocaust or any 

other atrocity. Moreover, if we accept the biblical witness regarding the existence and authority of good 

and evil angelic beings, we can say the same thing about natural evil. As the early church fathers 

uniformly understood, whether we’re talking about sickness or earthquakes, we may presume that all 

suffering that occurs from natural causes is ultimately due to the broken state of creation and to the 

cosmic rebellion of angelic free agents who use their God-given power over aspects of creation at cross-

purposes with God. Hence, we may affirm that everything in creation that is inconsistent with the 

character of God, as revealed in Christ, is ultimately due to wills other than God’s. 

 


