
The Fruitful Life, Mark 4.13-20, 5.29.16 

 
Intro 

1. 4.1-13 
2. Pic of The Imitation Game with Benedict Cumberbatch. Enigma – the movie about Alan Turing 

and breaking the code to the German encryption machine. It took a lot of work, but it was finally 
understood and major reason the Allies won the war.  

3. Context: 
a. 3.20 – his family said Jesus is out of his mind 
b. 3.22 – the religious leaders said he is demon possessed 
c. Jesus was/is an enigma who could/can only be understood by diligent searching and the 

same is true with his life’s purpose communicated through his teaching. He and his 
teaching had to be deciphered. Parables are mysterious b/c they are spoken as an 
enigma. If you don’t go deep with Him or His teaching is does not make sense. Listen to 
how they and we respond to Jesus’ teaching. 

d. Read 4.3-4, 14-15 – This is how a lot of people now and then responded to Him. It’s 
unbelief on some level – his family who said, “he’s nuts” or the religious who said, “he’s 
possessed.” Their hearts were hard and they didn’t get him or his teaching. 

e. Read 4.5-6, 16-17 – This is how some people then & now respond.  This is how the 
crowds responded to Jesus when he entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. This is how 
people going through pain respond as well. “I’m so excited…thank you Jesus for saving, 
healing, delivering me…”. Then hard times come and the fall to the side. Excitement 
gives way to pressure. 

f. Read 4.7, 18-19 – This is how others respond. The rich young ruler of Mark 10 who is 
excited to follow Jesus, but he wasn’t ready to give up his stuff. There’s the initial 
growth and then it fades into the background with a home based second job, girl’s 
soccer, weekend getaways, paying taxes, house repairs, taking care of senior adult 
parents, etc. 

g. Read 4.8, 20 – This is how 25% respond! There is great growth, impact, change and fruit 
that benefits the generations to come. Through following Jesus’ teaching, your life is 
making a 100-fold impact.  

i. Dave & Jess Winniford 
ii. Shannon & Lindsey Shores 

iii. I use them as examples, b/c it’s easy to see the fruit. Much of the fruit we see 
isn’t nearly so dramatic, but being a God fearing employee, running a business 
with integrity, faithfully praying for a wayward child, sacrificially giving of your 
time to people in need are evidences of fruit bearing. It all counts! 

h. 75% of the seeds do no produce anything but 25% produce and incredible return. It is all 
dependent on the soil and the soil is the condition of our hearts. 

i. Big Idea: Jesus’ impact on me is completely dependent on me.  



Diagnosing Crop Failure 
1. Since 75% of the seeds don’t produce fruit, we need to consider why the huge crop failure. All 

these soil conditions can exist in me simultaneously. I believe one will dominate, but they can 
each be found.  

2. Hardened Hearts – 4.14-15 
a. Compromise – the sin we entertain in our lives. The stuff we do, say, dwell, and come 

into agreement that is contrary to God’s truth or ways leads to our hearts being 
hardened. The flippant attitude we can have towards sin. We take advantage of the 
grace of God and live sloppy Christian lives. We aren’t careful with our actions, words, 
thoughts, relationships, meditations, etc. 

b. Callousness towards the truth of God. Mental agreement, but no life change. You nod 
your head, but don’t change in your heart. Every believer has different levels of 
callousness towards the Word. We read things like Eph.4.29-5.4 and mentally assent, 
but don’t do them. 

i. Appl – Message on keeping the Sabbath and not doing it. 
ii. What is one thing that you have heard again & again, but you still are not doing 

it? You aren’t rejecting it, but you aren’t doing it so what’s the difference as far 
as outcome? “James 1.22-24” 

c. Satan snatches it that truth. 
3. Hardships & Hurt – 4.16-17. 

a. I have witnessed this one up close and personal. The enthusiasm comes early and it’s 
usually to those who are in trouble or deep stress or needing help. The Word is the 
answer for their issue and they are so excited. They immediately begin to grow and 
then, someone close attacks them or a long or difficult trial comes there way or some 
internal issue surfaces and they find themselves on the fringes of belief. 

b. They get attacked by the devil and then get angry with God. “Why did God…?” God 
wasn’t responsible for the attack, but He gets the blame. Instead of resisting the devil 
and he will flee from you; you bitterly attack God and separate yourself from His 
presence. 

c. They have a bad experience with a Christian or a church and then reject the whole of it. 
They could have a bad experience with a doctor or a hospital, a teacher or a school, but 
that doesn’t stop the person in the future from seeking medical attention or educational 
advancement. You just go somewhere else, but not so with the church. The devil wants 
to make sure you stew in that anger and never seek restoration and in so doing you 
wither in your faith. 

d. You have a lack of awareness of below the surface issues in your life. In each person, 
there are large issues that are swirling underneath the surface that continue to play 
themselves out in how we deal with stress, problems, relationships and commitments. If 
you do not examine and get to the core what’s behind these saboteurs, your 
development and maturity as a Christian is stunted. 

4. Hurried Home – 4.18-19 
a. My message last week addressed these issues. This “go, get, maintain, discontented” 

cycle. Nothing is ever quite enough. You think, “If I can just get here, go there, get that, 
have him/her, become this, reach that…” then I’ll feel complete. 

b. The American way of life does violence to the soul. If God, Jesus, the church is just 
another “add-on” eventually they will rotate to the bottom of the list of priorities. You 
get bored, busy, and distracted and he and the church just become another important 
obligation.  



c. Living the distracted, multi-tasking life. Do you know that the person who will 
concentrate and do one thing at a time will outperform the one doing many things? In 
fact, he is not only quicker, but smarter than the other person. We intuitively know this, 
but we like the rush of being BUSY = Being Under Satan’s Yoke. 

5. This results in crop failure and desolation – 4.25. God’s truth is not information, but living 
revelation that can be squeezed to death in us through a hardened heart, hardships and hurt 
and a hurried home. You not only do not produce anything, but whatever seeds were lying 
dormant are often removed. 

a. This is why a person raised in a Bible believing church who once had a genuine faith and 
love for God and passion for the things of God can become like a desolate, dust blown 
pasture with little to no vegetation.  

b. God’s Word is not a line of information in a hard drive that can be automatically 
retrieved from the deep recesses of our mind whenever one needs it. It is a seed that 
can be stolen; a plant that can wither; and young shoot that can be chocked.  

c. The Word of God is meant to be tended by active engagement.  

Becoming A 100-Fold Return- 4.20 
1. How do we become people who have a hundred-fold impact…people who do great things for 

God? 
2. Perseverance – it’s the opposite of the shallow, rocky soil. 

a. Awareness of the devil and his tactics. You were born into a war and the devil is gunning 
for you. You are a marked target and the more aggressive you are for the Kingdom the 
greater resistance you will encounter.  

b. Awareness of the hidden issues in my heart. There is an enemy on the outside (the 
Devil) and there is a saboteur on the inside (the old man) that are attempting to destroy 
your life. One by conscious intent and the other by sub conscious subterfuge. One is a 
roaring lion hunting its prey and the other is a whirling garbage disposal chewing up 
anything thrown in it.  

c. Understand this life is but a short section of a long journey  
3. Priority – it’s the opposite of the weed infested soil. 

a. He has to be first place in every place 
b. Pastors across America say the two biggest challenges they face with their congregants: 

People are too busy; and they lack commitment. Yet, the two necessary characteristics 
for deep spiritual growth – slow down and make a commitment. Declutter your life so 
Jesus is not only first on the list, but he’s first in your family, first in your work, first in 
the your sports, first in your hobbies, first in your finances, first in your retirement, first 
in your education. 

c. Wholly, Holy 
4. Pliability – it’s the opposite of the hardened soil 

a. I will be a doer of the Word – “James 1.25.” When I hear the Word and realize I am out 
of sync with it I want my response to be, “Amen & Right Now!” 

b. I am content in the Lord, but not satisfied with my faith journey (I want more of His 
heart, mind, strength, etc. I am content with Stephanie, but I’m not satisfied with how I 
relate to her (I want to be a better husband, deal with the unpleasant issues of my life, 
when I’m in a crabby mood I want to work through it, etc.  

5. Fully Persuaded – means have accepted His word 
a. In who Jesus is. 



i. He is the only way to the Father. 
ii. He is the Coming King. 

iii. He is the Lover of my Soul 
iv. He is always with me 
v. He is here, right now. 

vi. He is good 
b. In what His Word says.  

i. All his promises are true. 
ii. If I will do what it says, I can have it promises. 

iii. Regardless if America turns away from the Word, I will remain faithful to its 
precepts and instructions. 

iv. They can ban it and burn it, but I will not back down from it. 
Conclusion 

1. Jesus was an enigma to those who had preconceived notions of his life or the Messiah; Jesus’ 
teaching was enigmatic to those who didn’t scratch below the surface. 

2. But for those of us who will hear the Word of Jesus and put them into practice we can become 
like the lady who anointed Jesus before His death. She was fully persuaded about who Jesus 
really was and she prioritized him with her wealth. Jesus promised that this lady would get a 100 
fold return for her obedience and here we are today still talking about her life. Today, because 
of her individual story has potentially been told to billions. She had a revelation of who Jesus 
really was and what his life was about and she continues to give her a return! 

3. Big Idea: Jesus’ impact on me is completely dependent on me. 
4. What is the application to you? 

a. Are you fully persuaded in the person of Jesus and promises of God? 
b. Is the soil of your heart hard or pliable? 
c. Is your life hurried or have you prioritized Him? 
d. Is your soil shallow filled with hurt and hardship or are you persevering through the 

challenges? 
 
 


