
Jesus the Healer, pt.1, 10.18.15 

Introduction 
1. Why is healing such a big part of Jesus’ ministry?  

2. Mark 1.29-34, 40-42, 2.1-12, 3.1-10 

Big Idea: Healing must be a central part of the expression of our faith in 

the world today. 

Healing and the Ministry of Jesus 
1. Healing was a clear demonstration that the Kingdom of God had come to earth – Mk.1.15, 

a. Jesus was showing everyone what “On earth as it is in Heaven” looked like. When the 

dominion of King Jesus which is perfectly expressed in Heaven invades earth sickness 

and demon possession bow to Him. There is no room for both them (sickness & demon 

possession) and Him! 

b. When Jesus showed up, he demonstrated to all how life is supposed to be. By healing 

the sick and casting out demons he was saying, “This is normal; this is how life is to be 

lived.” Jesus showed us that God doesn’t want anyone lost, demonized, hungry, or sick. 

He showed us through his ministry the perfect will of God. 

c. He commissioned the disciples and us to do the very things he did. 

2. Healing was a fulfillment of Isa 61 which Jesus quoted in Luke 4.18-21 

3. Healings made people receptive to His message – Mark 1.35-39 

a. It opened the door for people to understand the Good News that God was among them! 

b. Shantung Revival among SBC missionaries in the Shantung Province of China in the 

1930’s. Healings opened the entire cities up to the gospel. -  

c. Some today say that we don’t need miracles b/c we have the Bible and the message of 

Jesus. I want to say to that, “Why would you want to be happy with half a supper when 

God has made provision for a banquet? Why would you be content living in a tent when 

God has made provision for a house? Why would be happy warring against the devil 

with a revolver when God has made provision for a tank? 

i. We need to be people of the Word, but we must be people of the Spirit too. 

People who are grounded in the Word and trusting God for more 

demonstrations of the Spirit.  

ii. Rom.15.18-19, 1 Cor.2.4 “I didn’t come to you with wise and persuasive words, 

but with demonstrations of the Spirit’s power.” 1 Cor.4.20, “The KOG isn’t a 

matter of talk but of power.” 

iii. We aren’t called to have a John the Baptist type ministry – Word only – but 

rather a ministry of the Word & Spirit.  



d. Think about how much more effective the witness of Christians would be if every 

believer and church were praying with faith for the sick and oppressed. We would see 

hundreds of thousands of people healed and even greater #s responding to the gospel 

b/c of the healing. Right now, there is a remnant going after healing and it will pave the 

wave for others.  

i. Willow is a forerunner among Baptists and Evangelical churches in this ministry 

of healing. We don’t need to back down or apologize. Willow is a place of 

healing; it’s part of our destiny in Christ. 

ii. Healing is important b/c it was provided for in the death of Jesus, but it’s also a 

compelling reason to believe the GN of Jesus.  

iii. Illust 
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Trekking in the Himalayas 

Tyler Connell, with the Ekballo Project, is currently in the Himalayan Mountains in one of the most unreached 

places of the world distributing Bibles, praying for the sick, and preaching the Good News. 

“We hope to get a bible in every home and every village in the next two years,” Tyler noted in a recent blog post. 

“It’s exciting to be a small part in changing history in Nepal with God!” 

The Ekballo Project uses film as a mobilizing spark on college campuses and churches to send believers into the 

unreached, unengaged regions of the world. 
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Handing out Bibles 

A month ago, Tyler and his team trekked to a village called Jhong, one of the highest villages in the Tibetan region 

of Nepal. 

“We arrived desperate to hear where the Spirit was wanting us to walk,” he recounted. They split into groups of four 

and prayed for the Holy Spirit to direct their paths. 

Tyler’s group felt led to walk to the highest point of the village where they observed ancient ruins protruding above 

them. 

At the moment they reached the promontory, a monk appeared, smiling as he approached them. “Hi, I’m Jems,” he 

said in perfect English. “We’ve been watching you guys; it is rare for anyone foreign to come to our village. Would 

you like to come inside our monastery?” 

Tyler and his teammates looked at each other with wonderment and smiled, sensing it was a God-moment. 

They entered the monastery and were met by men and boys of all ages, studying under “the llama of the 

 

Monastery 
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mountain.” They met the llama and proceeded to continue to converse with their new friend, Jems, who studied 

under the Dalai Llama in Dharmsala, India and learned English there. 

“We are followers of Jesus, the man and God greater than any other god,” Tyler told the monk. 

“Oh, I once heard of Jesus in India, but wasn’t able to do any reading on who He was,” the man replied. 

“Can we introduce you to Him through the power of the Holy Spirit and the presence of Jesus?” one asked. 

“He said yes and put out his hands,” Tyler recounts, “and suddenly the power and peace of God descended, his eyes 

got big, he began to take steps back, and began to laugh and shake his head in disbelief. 

“He told us he’d never felt a peace or power like this. We proceeded to give him the Gospel and a bible, and he then 

INSISTED we come back in the morning to meet his other monk friends.” 

 

Sharing in the village 

Twelve hours later Tyler and his team returned. This time, Jems was coming down the mountain as they were 

ascending. He said he wasn’t able to spend time with them because he had errands to run, but he invited them to 

meet with the other monks. 

They entered the monastery again, and were met by a monk in his late 20s. “He invited us into the idol room, the 

‘holy of holies’ for the monastery. 

“It was dark, dank, heavy, and strange, perfect ingredients for the lightning of the Gospel to break into!” Tyler 

recounts. 

As they sat down, one of the team received a word that someone was injured in the monastery. 

“Was anyone injured in the earthquake?” they asked. 

The man’s eyes widened. “Yes, I myself was injured and my back is in pain!” he replied. 

They asked if they could pray right there in the name of Jesus for healing and the monk agreed. 

As they began to pray, a “sweet, heavy glory filled the idol room.” 
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Tibetan Buddhist monks in Kathmandu, Nepal 

The man had the same experience as Jems. “I feel a peace and a power like never before!” the monk exclaimed. “It 

feels as though this major blessing has entered into me.” 

He tested his back and discovered he was completely healed, saying it felt like a “hot and icy sensation” covered his 

body. 

The monk said he had heard of Jesus 15 years ago, when a man came to his village and told stories about Jesus, but 

he couldn’t read, so he didn’t fully understand who Jesus was. 

“Thankfully, we had a translator and she explained the entire Gospel to him and gave him a bible. He was grinning 

from ear to ear, and was so thankful, and told us he wanted to read more and was going to pray and ask Jesus to 

reveal Himself to him. We were overjoyed at the kindness of Jesus. We handed out more bibles to monks and 

joyfully skipped down the mountain remembering with gratitude the day Jesus invaded a Buddhist monastery!” 

 

4. Healing demonstrated Jesus ability to forgive sins – 2.1-12 

a. It proves that Jesus is who He claims to be. He is the Messiah, the Savior of the world, 

who came to take away mankind’s sin and restore our relationship with God. 

SALVATIONS BREAK OUT AFTER THIS YAZIDI 

LEADER IS RADICALLY HEALED AND SAVED 

WHEN CHRISTIAN AID WORKERS PRAY FOR HIM 
News Staff : Aug 6, 2015 : Christian Aid Mission 

 

 

"The last time we were there, he was standing surrounded by all his followers 

and telling everyone about how Jesus healed him, and after I gave a speech to 

the group and did an invitation to Christ, we 

counted 136 people who surrendered their 

lives to Christ." 

(Iraq)—[CAM] As the world began to see the 

degree of savagery unleashed on Yazidis, 
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Christians and other groups in Iraq a year ago this week, few could imagine what part it 

would play in hundreds of people putting their faith in Christ. (Photo: Christian Aid 

Mission) 

On Aug. 3, 2014 the Islamic State (ISIS) began slaughtering defenseless civilians in 

northern Iraq's Nineveh Governorate, and the militants abducted many others. The 

bloodshed went on for several days. Having taken Mosul on June 10 last year, ISIS went 

west to attack Nineveh Governorate's Sinjar and Tal Afar districts, massacring 500 Yazidi 
men and abducing hundreds of men, women and children. 

"For months, Yazidis trapped on Mt. Sinjar faced imminent death either at the hands of 

ISIS or through starvation," the chairman of the U.S. Commission on International 

Religious Freedom said in a statement this week. "At least 200,000 civilians, most of 
them Yazidis, were forced to flee for their lives." 

With beliefs and rituals rooted in Zoroastrianism, mixed with elements of Christianity and 

Islam, Yazidis dwelled in the high-altitude Sinjar Mountain range stretching from Iraq's 

Nineveh Governorate to Syria. Many fled to Erbil and Dohuk, enabling Christian ministries 

aiding refugees in those areas to reach a people group that previously had been 
inaccessible. 

One Yazidi religious leader, whose name is withheld for security reasons, was suspicious 

of a ministry that provided aid to Yazidis along with the message of salvation through 
faith in Christ, the Iraqi director of the organization said. 

"He didn't like us helping people or entering their homes to evangelize, and he reported 

us to the local security police to stop our operations in the area he lives in," said the 

director, whose name is withheld for security purposes. "We were asked by the local 
police to stop, and we did." 

Soon after, the Yazidi leader fell ill. His fellow Yazidis told him that many of them who 
had gotten sick had been healed after Christians came to pray for them. 

"He asked for us to pray for him, and we did, and the Lord healed him the same week, 

after he thought he was dying," the director said. "The last time we were there, he was 

standing surrounded by all his followers and telling everyone about how Jesus healed 

him, and after I gave a speech to the group and did an invitation to Christ, we counted 
136 people who surrendered their lives to Christ." 

 

5. Healing reveals the Father’s heart for mankind – John 5.19-20 

a. Healing reveals God’s heart of power and compassion. He doesn’t want us to suffer with 

sickness and disease. God wants us to experience health. 

b. Healing is God’s will. I may not know how he decides to heal  – naturally, medically, or 

supernaturally, instantly or gradually – but I never question if he wants to heal. The 

answer to that question is “Yes” until it’s time to die.  

i. The facts that God has given us a will to live, an immune system, the healing 

ministry of Jesus, past & current healings, the medical community that strives to 

make people well, an internal understanding by everyone that sickness isn’t 

good, is proof that sickness isn’t the will of God. 

ii. We are letting difficult experiences, unanswered prayers and bad teaching cloud 

our view of what is clearly, always God’s will. Jesus did God’s will perfectly and 



he never let a person remain sick who asked for healing. I am going to assume 

the same is true today, since He is the same yesterday, today and forever.  

c. Healing is part of God’s nature. In Exodus 15, he reveals Himself as the God who Heals. 

God doesn’t want anyone sick. His name “Jehovah Rapha” reveals His character and 

Jesus’ actions reveal God’s will and the cross of Christ has made provision for healing, 

“by his stripes we are healed.” 

i. If you don’t have this revelation of the Father’s heart, you will not pray for the 

sick with the same effectiveness or fervency as those who do.   

 


